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Oak Grove Baptist Church began November 4, 1883 as a Brush Arbor with nine members.Today we 
have a membership of 601. The following is a list of pertinent dates: 

1883-1885 
1883-1901 
1887-1891 
1899-1900 
1903 
1903 
1906 
1907-1945 
1915 

1946 
1952 
1953 
1955 
1965 
1976 
1981 

1990 

1998 

A one room wooden building was erected on land donated by Rev. Lawrence Raynor. 
Services were held once a month. 
Our first Board of Deacons was formed. 
The church building was weatherboarded and painted. 
Services began to be held every Sunday. 
The Big Hatchie Baptist Association met at Oak Grove. 
The Ladies Aide Society (W.M.U.) was organized. 
Oak Grove-and Liberty Baptist Church shared a pastor. 
A basement was dug and ten Sunday School rooms were built giving Oak Grove the 
distinction of being the first rural church in Big Hatchie Baptist Association to have Sunday 
School rooms. . . 
Oak Grove became a full time church. 
Ground breaking service was held for a new building on Highway 59 West. 
The Cornerstone was laid and we met for the first time in our new building. 
Oak Grove's Brotherhood was organized. 
The Educational Building was completed. 
Our Sanctuary was redecorated. 
Our pastor and 28 of our church members went to Dearborn, Michigan, where they held 
a revival, did church me�bership canvassing, and remodeled the Dearborn Baptist 
Church, a small, wood-framed building. This maiden trip sparked a new desire for 
evangelism/construction with our church. This year, 1PG>W, marked oura'Oth such trip. 
Our church parsonage was redecorated, and a new committee was elected to study our 
church facilities, as to remodeling and/ or new construction. 
March 4, 1998, our church voted to build a new Family Life Center directly behind our 
educational building, and the groundbreaking ceremony was set for March 29, 1998. 

Now 



History of the 14 Stained Glass Windows 

History of Rev. Saberet Rich, 

First Pastor of Oak Grove Church 

Listing of Pastors 

Who Have Served at Oak Grove 

History of R:B. Owen Park 

• at Oak Grove Baptist Church



Mina Elizabeth Griffith 

Mina was born Mina Elizabeth Bringle on July 30,1877, to Charles A. and Rosa J. 
Bringle. Mina was the great granddaughter of Saberet Rich, the first pastor of Oak 
Grove Baptist Church. Mina Elizabeth was named after her aunt Elizabeth Rich who 
married W. H. H. Ralph. 

Mina married John Albert Griffith on December 18, 1898. Allie, as Mr. Griffith was 
known to his friends, was born August 3,1875. Mina and Allie had four c�ildren. 
Lillie Maude died at age four months in 1901. Rosa Myrtle was born September 30, 
1902. Their son Charles Landon was born April 28, 1905, and Allie Sue was born 
October 16, 1911. 

Mina and Allie lived in the Oak Grove community and were members of the church. 
Myrtle remembered going to church in a two horse wagon with. her mother and 
father. She also recalled being baptized in Rocky Branch. Their son Landon attended 
Oak Grove as well. 

Mina was known in her family for being a quilt maker. Some of her quilts _ are still 
being used by her descendents today. She was also remembered for her delicious pear 
preserves which she made with the help of her husband Allie. 

Mina died on January 25, 1952. Allie died February 12, 1964. 

Irene Fortner Kinney 
Irene Fortner Kinney was born on November 18, 1902. She was the daughter of Samuel and 
Minnie Melton Fortner. As a child, they moved to California for her mother's health, but in 
spite of this, she died when Irene was 12 years old. They moved back to the Oak Grove 
community, and their father kept the family together with the help of Irene and her 2 sisters, 
Mailynn and Lavenia. 

Irene became a member of Oak Grove Baptist Church on September 5, 1915. She grew up and 
finished high school and attended Normal School for West Tennessee Teachers, now The 
Univ�rsity of Memphis. She became a teacher at Bowden School. 

Irene and Phelan {Pete} Kinney, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lem Kinney were courting or keeping 
company as it was known in the early twenties. Mr. Pete would drive up on Fridays in his 
smart buggy pulled by his well groomed horse and carry Miss Irene home from school: They 
were married at the home of Rev. and Mrs. C.H. Parrish on December 12, 1925. Mr. Pete had 
been a member of Oak Grove since September 6, 1920. Later he became a deacon ip the 
church. They were both dedicated loyal Christians. They were never blessed with children of 
their own, but many children visited them and loved them. They made their home with her 
father and then with his mother. Later, Marion and Martha Clowes along with their mother 
shared their home at the death of Earl Clowes. 

Irene loved to work with the young people of the church. She was a born leader and held 
many offices in the church. Among these were; junior and intermediate G A leader, YW A 
.leader, junior and intermediate Training Union leader. She also taught the Adult Men's Bible 
I 

• Class for a number of years. She had a nice voice and often sang solos in the church choir.

Irene should be placed _at the top of the list as the person having the most influence for good
on the young· people of Oak Grove community at that particular time. She not only did an
excellent job of teaching the 3 R's but she also taught spiritual values such as loving the Lord,
tithing, praying and speaking in public and being honest and
truthfµl. To know her was to love her and only time and eternity
will reveal all that she accomplished in her short life. The Lord
called her home at the age of 43 on November 18 1945.

Her favorite quotation was from Oliver Wendell Holmes' poem
"the Nautilus". It was included in a speech she helped to write
fo� Owen School graduation in May 1933.

Build thee more stately mansions 
0 my soul; 

While the swift seasons roll. 
Let each new temple nobler than the last, 

Shut thee from heaven with a dome more vast, 
Till thou at length are free. 

Leaving thine outgrown shell by 
• Life's unresting sea.



Effie Melton Owen 

Effie Melton Owen was born on July 22, 1877. She married Richard Lofton Owen 
November 24, 1896. They had 10 children, 5 boys and 5 girls; Ethel, Byron, Frances, 
Pauline, Verble, Allison, Norris, Cathryn, R. B. and Mildred. 

Effie became a member of Oak Grove Baptist Church in 1897 by letter from Liberty 
Baptist Church. She was an active member of the Welcome Class in the Sunday 
school department. She attended each Sunday along with her husband and children. 
They would ride in a two mule wagon in the early years with Miss Effie and the older 
girls riding on the wagon seat or sitting in straight back chairs. They wore dusters 
over their dresses to keep off the dust of the old Randolph Road. The younger children 
sat on a quilt in the bottom of the wagon. If the day was really hot, an umbrella was 
used to keep off the sun. Later they traveled in a Model T Ford purchased by Mr. 
Lofton. She was president of the WMU and supported all the mission organizations. 
When the Lord's Supper was observed, she prepared the unleaven bread. Her home 
was always open to her pastor and his family and to visiting ministers and missionaries. 
She was blessed with an unfailing sweet spirit and unlimited cooking abilities which 
helped to make all who visited feel welcome. 

Miss Effie and Mr. Lofton were married for 51 years before her death on August 14, 
1948. 

Richard Lofton Owen 

Richard Lofton Owen, one of seven children, was born to Richard Bentley and Sarah 
Frances Walton Owen on September 21, 1874. When he was 23 years old, he married 
19 year old Effie Melton Owen on November 24, 1896. All 10 of their children were 
born in the very room that Mr. Lofton was born and died in. He lived in the same 2 
story house in the Owen community his entire life. 

Mr. Lofton served as a deacon at Oak Grove and was church treasurer for many 
years. During the Depression and later when money was scarce, he would often times 
walk to the front of the church and say, "We're getting behind on our bills. I'll give 5 
dollars --- now who else will help?" He wasn't above calling members by name. The 
membership always responded. He invited every preacher, missionary and guest who 
came to church to visit in his home with the full support of Miss Effie. 

Mr. Lofton was a farmer. He was an elected magistrate who served on the county 
court for many years. He married many couples in his front parlor. He was the 
manager of the Oak Grove baseball team. He cleared several levels on his land for 
playing fields, and one of those fields was where the present Oak Grove Church now 
stands. When the land was purchase by the church for the new building site, Mr. 
Lofton donated the parsonage property to the church. 

The Owen home was the gathering place for ice cream suppers for the baseball team's 
fund raising _efforts. He also feed the members of Oak Grove slices of Black Spanish 
watermelon during the summer revivals. In his later years, 
Mr. Lofton gave a piece ofJuicy Fruit chewing gum to all 
the children after the Sunday morning service. One of 
his favorite songs was "In the Highways-In the Hedges". 
He requested it many times over the years. 

On one of his last visits to Oak Grove, he was able to 
view the painting of the Jordon River that had been done 
for the baptistry. He died on June 16, 1959. 



Sidney Price Owen 

Matilda Katherine {Rich} Owen1Sidney Price Owen was born May 20, 1867, to Isaac
and Evaline Owen. Sidney had 2 brothers, 6 half brothers, and 4 half sisters. Mrs. 
Owen was born Matilda Katherine Rich in 1864 to Rev. Saberet Rich and Mary E. 
Rich. She was called Kate by her family and friends. Shortly after the Civil War, Rev. 
Rich moved his family to Tipton County and bought a farm next to Isaac Owen. Kate 
and Sidney were married in 1890. 

Religion had a great influence on their lives. Kate's father and Sidney's 2 older 
brothers, Charlie and Samuel, were Baptist ministers. Sidney helped finance the 
education of Sam. Both brothers attended what is now Union University which was 
then known as Southwestern Baptist University. His grandfather was a Presbyterian 
minister. 

Kate and Sidney had one son, Warren, who was ordained into the ministry at Oak 
Grove. They were early members and workers in Oak Grove Baptist Church. Kate 
worked with the WMU. Sidney was elected assistant Sunday School Superintendent 
when Oak Grove's Sunday School was organized in 1890. Sidney was also on.e of the 
original trustees for the Oak Grove and Liberty parsonage. He directed the choir for 
many years. It has been said that he had a beautiful tenor voice. 

Sidney died on October 4, 1918. Kate died on May 14, 1936. 

Rev. Sidney Warren Owen 

Rev. Sidney Warren Owen was born on January 5, 1894. He was the only son of 
Sidney P. Owen and Kate Rich Owen. He was the grandson of Rev. Saberet Rich, 
who was the first pastor of Oak Grove Baptist Church. 

He finished school and became a teacher in 1915, teaching first at Randolph School 
and, then at Poplar Grove Elementary School. He met Hazel Maurine Meadows 
while teaching at Poplar Grove, and they married April 2 7, 1917. He taught and was 
principal at Owen School until his death. He was admired as a teacher and was a 
great influence in the lives of his students. He was an outdoor person who loved to 
fish and hunt, which he did often with his cousins, Charlie and Irvin Owen. 

Rev. Owen was ordained as a minister at Oak Grove Baptist Church in July of 1934. 
He then became pastor at Rialto. The next year on March 31, 1935, Warren d�ed of 
pneumonia. He had 4 children, Devoe, 
who died at birth, Mrs. Anita Price, 
Mrs. Dorcas Delano, and Mrs. 
Warrene Koonce who attends church 
at Oak Grove. 

Rev. Owen taught this verse to his 
students. 
Ecclesiastes 12: 1 

Remember now your Creator in the days 

of your youth 



Van and Mollie Bringle 

Van was born on April 18, 1869, one of 19 children and one adopted, for a total of 20.

He was the son of John Nicholas "Nick" Bringle and Sara Frances Bringle, his second 
wife. Nick's first wife was Margaret Billings, the mother of nine of his children. 

Mollie was born August 23, 1859, the daughter of W. A. and Laura Ann {Kinney} 
Fleming. They both moved their church letters to Oak Grove from Mt. Lebanon 
about 1915.

Van and Mollie had three sons born to their union. Norris Nick Bringle married 
Ethel Owen. They had 10 children. Willard A. Bringle married Maggie Gates and 
had 3 children. Frank L. Bringle married Pearl Fleming and had 10 children. 

All these were members of Oak Grove 
as well as their wives and children. 
Many are still members. 

Most folks called him "Paw Van" or 
"Uncle Van" because he was kin to 
practically everyone in the church and 
community. Mollie was older than her 
husband. She died on December 19,

1929. During her 69 years, she was a 
hard worker and a fine Christian 
woman, always seeing to the needs 
other family. 

In later years, Van made his home with 
his oldest son, Norris and his family. 
He died 
there on January 28, 1948, at the age of 
78. He was devoted to his family and a
respected leader in the church. Rev.
C. H. Parrish conducted his funeral.

Frank Leonard Bringle 

Frank was born August 11, 1899. He was the youngest of three sons. His parents were 
Van and Mollie {Fleming} Bringle. His older brothers were Norris and Willard. His 
grandparents were J. N. {Nick} and Sara Frances {Bringle} Bringle and W. A. and 
Laura Ann {Kinney} Fleming. 

Frank moved his letter from Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church to Oak Grove on August 4, 
1915. His wife to be, Pearl, was already a member of Oak Grove having been baptized 
on August 13, 1910.

Nettie Pearl Fleming was the daughter of Bill and Emma Fleming. Pearl was born on 
December 27,1898. They were married on November 10,1916. They had 10 children; 
Lillian, Leonard {Bill}, Devoe, Bob and Marjorie who were twins, Ruby Pearl, Eugene, 
Darrell, Marilyn Jeanette and Frank, Jr. 

Frank was a farmer and a hard worker. He and his family would attend church. in a 
wagon. He had a pretty pair of black mules that he loved to dress up by putting red 
tassels on their harness. Frank and his 
brother Norris hitched their mules to scoops 

' and helped to dig out the basement at the 
old Oak Grove Church. 

On September 1, 1940, at 6:25 A. M. at 
Baptist hospital in Memphis, Frank passed 
away, suffering a ruptured appendix. He 
was only forty�one years old. Frank had a 
big cotton crop in the field about ready to 
be harvested when he died. Oak Grove 
Church gave a cotton picking at which 
several bales of cotton were picked for Mrs. 
B;ingle and the children. Pearl passed away 
at the age of 56 on October 7, 1955.



Napolean F. Fleming 

Susan Laura Fleming 

Napolean F. Fleming was born in Rutherford County on November 22, 1849 and 
moved to Tipton County when he was 12 years old. He was a veteran of the Civil 
War. He was first married to Ann Bledsoe who died less than 2 years after their 
marriage. Their daughter Beulah Ann Fleming died 6 months after her mother. 

He later married Susan Laura Feezor who was born March 1 sometime in the 1850's. 
They were married on September 13, 1871 by Rev. Jim Mathis. Mr. Fleming was a 
pioneer Baptist minister. He rode horseback and in a buggy from Oak Grove to 
Fulton. He became a member of Oak Grove Church by moving his letter on August 
14, 1893. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fleming had 8 children. They were W.R. [Bill], Lon, Jim, Les, Ida, Ada, 
Sovenia, and Effie. Their son, Les, became a minister and their great grandson. Jimmy 
Whitley, was ordained at First Baptist Church in Covington on September 25, 1983. 

Mr. Fleming was a talker who was also a good worker known for mixing white,wash. 
Miss Laura was a good cook. She was a very 
small lady whose nature was quiet. When she 
came to church or revival meeting, however, 
she was known to get happy in the Lord and 
shout. When Mr. Napolean was called on 
to pray, he would kneel, and his prayers were 
quite long. 

Laura Fleming died on October 31, 1925. 
N apolean Fleming died a few years later on 
December 8, 1929. 

I 

W. R. Fleming 

W. R. [Bill] Fleming was born to Napoleon and Laura Fleming on November 11, 
1872. 
His father had been a pioneer Baptist minister. 

Bill Fleming was married to Emma Raynor on January 24, 1890. Emma was the 
dau,ghter of Rev. Lawrence Raynor. Rev. Raynor had donated the land on which the 
first Oak Grove Baptist Church was built. Rev. Raynor was also a Confederate soldier. 

Bill and Emma lived their entire lives on the farm that was sold to them by her father 
for a hundred dollars. Bill was a farmer, but he also ran a store for his Uncle Wes in 
Covington. The store was located on West Liberty. Later on, he opened a store of 
his own on Highway 59 and the Pisgah Road. 

Bill and Emma had 11 children. Their second child, Floyd, died in infancy. : Their 
other children were Herman, Stella, Pearl, Merdie, Madie, Lillie and Willie who. were 
twins, Reece, Laudle and Alfred. 

; While gathering wheat straw, one of the straws punctured his left eye, and he was left 
'blind in that eye. Uncle Bill, as he was better known, led Oak Grove Choir for some 
20 to 25 years. He also taught an intermediate girl's class. He loved young people and 
they loved p.im. Since Uncle Bill lived within walking distance, the whole family 

• walked to_ church. Sometimes, however, on Wednesday nights he would hitch up the
wagon and mul�. His main pass time was reading, and he loved to read his Bible. His
othe� preference in
reading material was
western stories, and
he usually kept a
stack on his dresser.

Late in life he was
stricken with a stroke
from which he later
died on March 15,
1942.



James Henry Fortner 

Belle Griffith Fortner 

James Henry Fortner, Jr. was born June 28, 1858, eight months after his father, J. H. 
Fortner, Sr. died at the age of 38. His mother, Evaline Burkhart Fortner of the 
Gainsville community was left with 3 small children, William, Kathryn {Kate}, and 
James Henry or Jimmy as he was called. When his mother married Mr. Isaac Owen 
four years later, they moved to the Owen home in the Oak Grove community. Mr. 
Owen had 4 boys and 3 girls by his first wife Mary N. Feezor who had died. Evaline 
and Isaac had 3 sons, Sidney P. Owen, Rev. Sam A. Owen and Rev Charlie Owen. 
Jimmy grew up on the farm located where Poplar Estates subdivision is today. He 
often told the story of the Yankees raiding their home when he was a small child 
during the final days of the Civil War. They forced his mother to cook for them and 
stole all their farm animals except for one old grey mule that wasn't worth stealing. 

Jimmy met and married Miss Belle Griffith who was born October 18, 1857, in Yazoo 
City, Ms. to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Griffith. The Griffiths were living in the Liberty 
community. The young couple moved their membership from Liberty Baptist Church 
to Oak Grove in the late 1880's. They began housekeeping in a log cabin on Panther 
Creek where the gravel pit is now located. They purchased jointly with Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Bringle 166 acres located along Rocky Branch in this area. This was a portion of 
a 5000 acre land grant from the state of Tennessee to John Rice. Later they divided 
the land and a home was built on the property. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fortner's children were; Elmer, 
Clyde, Hubert, Leslie, Evie and Birdie. Mrs. 
Fortner died in 1927 when Rev. C.H. Parrish was 

Evaline Burkhart Fortner 

our pastor. This 
quote is from the 
Covington Leader: 
"She was a member of 
Oak Grove Baptist 
Church since 1889, a 
consistent Christian 
woman, and mu ch 
respected by all who 
knew her." Mr. 
Fortner died in 19 38 
when J. H. Turner 
was our pastor. 

Edward G. Fortner 

Edward G. Fortner was born to William and Sarah Myers Fortner on July 5, 1873. 
He 
was the forth of seven sons. His brothers were Charlie, Sam, Willie, Henry, Ben, and 
Alvin. He was married to Clara Clowes of this community on May 28, 1922, by Rev. 
Puckett in Oak Grove Church. They had 2 children, Edward and Elizabeth. 

Mr. Fortner was a consecrated, dedicated Christian who served as superintendent of 
our Sunday school for nineteen years. During his time as superintendent, the Sunday 
school grew to a membership of 300. He served under Rev. Farrow, Rev. T. Riley 
Davis, Rev. Thompson, Rev. C.H. Parrish and Rev. Hammond. 

A familiar sight on Sunday morning was Mr. Ed and his family in his long wagon 
pulled by a team of mules. He had this wagon especially built so that he could pick up 
passengers up and down Randolph Road {now Highway 59}. The wagon was the 
forerunner of the church van, as he sometimes had as many as fifteen passe�gers. 
The children loved to sit in the back with their legs dangling. 

He left Oak Grove in the early 30's to pioneer in the organization of a Sunday school 
at Rialto. From this mission grew the Rialto Baptist Church. 

He died on July 1, 1950. His widow, Mrs. Clara Fortner died July 12, 1987. 



Robert Phillip [Cotton Top] Ralph 

Robert Phillip Ralph was born on March 13, 1912, to Robert Walter and Laura May 

Ralph in Memphis. He was their only child. His father was employed by the Memphis 

Street Car Company. Because of his father's health, at the age of 7 Robert and his 

family moved to a small farm just outside of Covington. When Robert started school, 

he was given the nickname "Cotton Top" because of his white blond hair. The name 

stuck with him for the rest of his life. 

At the age of 11, Robert joined the First Baptist Church in Covington. February 3, 
1934 Robert and Mary Mason were married after meeting on a blind date 3 months 

before. He was 21 and Mary was 18. They had 8 children, Wayne, Allen, Florence, 

Roger, Gale, Pat, Ellen and Kem. Because his wife was a member of Oak Grove, 

which she attended faithfully, Robert moved his membership. All of the children 

joined Oak Grove. 

Robert served as BYPU director in the old church. He was elected to the building 

committee for the new church. When the family attended, it was in an old GMC 

pickup with 7 in the cab and the 

rest in the back along with other 

members they would collect along 

the way. 

Robert was widely known and 

liked. He was quite a talker and 

let you know he had a personal 
relationship with the Lord. He 

was never embarrassed to give his 

testimony of his salvation. He 

could pray a beautiful prayer. Mr. 

Cotton Top had a real love for the 
church. On December 21, 1981, 

Mr. Cotton passed away. His wife 

Mary died November 18, 2005. 

]. H. Owen 
Mary Ellen {Rich} Owen 

James Hamilton Owen was born July 10, 1865, to James H. Owen and Frances Ralph 

Owen. Jimmy as he was called was named after his father who died in a Union 

prisoner of war camp in Chicago before James was born. Jimmy's father was in the 

Seventh Calvary under General Forrest and was captured in Shoals Creek, Alabama, 

one tnonth after being home on leave. He died December 21, 1864, unaware he would 

have another son. Six months after his death, Jimmy was born. 

Frances remarried and moved to Arkansas with the 3 older children leaving Jimmy 

behind to be raised by Benjamin and Sarah Myers. Jimmy grew up in the community 

and became a member of Oak Grove Church by letter on September 23, 1888. 

Mary Ellen Rich was born October 29, 1867. Ellen was the youngest daughter of Rev. 

Saberet Rich and Mary E. Rich. At that time the Rich family attended Smyrna 

Baptist Church. When Oak Grove church was organized on November 4, 1883,, Rev. 

and Mrs. Rich were charter members bringing their letters from Smyrna. Ellen moved 

her letter to Oak Grove on November 8, 1888. After being church members together 

for 3 years, Jimmy and Ellen were married December 25, 1891, by Rev. Charlie L. 

Owen. 

Jimmy and Ellen had 3 children. One of their children died while young. Their other 

children were Charlie H. Owen born February 14, 1899, and Irvin R. Owen born 

February 11, 1907. 

Jimmy and Ellen 

were faithful 
members of Oak 

Grove for over 60 

years. Jimmy died 

September 3, 1950. 

Ellen died March 

24, 1951. 



Saberet Rich 

Saberet Rich was born March 31,1808, in North Carolina to William and Sarrah 
Rich. He married Rebecca who was born January 8, 1809, also in North Carolina. 
They had 4 children. 

In 1836, Saberet and Rebecca were received by experience into the Clear Branch 
Baptist Church. The church met in the new log meeting house located in Northwest 
Anderson County, Tennessee. Saberet became a leader in the church and was a 
delegate to the Powell Valley Association. 

Sometime after son, Noah, was born in 1843, Rebecca passed away, and on October 
17, 184 7, thirty,nine year old Saberet, who had become an ordained minister, married 
twenty year old Mary Ellen Spessard. She was the daughter of Michael Spessard who 
was the first deacon of Clear Branch Church. 

Ii 

Associational records list Saberet 
as an ordained minister of Cain 
Creek Church in 1855, and he 
performed 70 marriages in 
Anderson County from June, 1846 
un�il September, 1865. Old text 
books with Saberet's signature as 
well as an old copy book written 
by him from 1830 to 1848 indicate 
that he was a school teacher before 
and during his ministry. 

Rev. Rich continued to lead the 
Cain Creek Church up to and 
during the Civil War. Not only 
did his church grow, but God 
blessed him and Mary Ellen with 
five more children before the war. 
One of the children, Calvin, died 
before he was a year old. All 
together, Sa beret had 8 living 
children before the Great War 
began. He and Mary Ellen later 
had 2 more children. 

When the war came and Tennessee seceded from the Union, many churches in 
Anderson County in effect shut down. Most of the people of East Tennessee were 
intensely loyal to the Union, but they were occupied by the Confederate Army. 

Rev. Rich and his family, which made up most of the Cain Creek Church, were 
sympathetic to the Confederacy. His 2 oldest sons, 2 sons,in,law, a brother, and 
Mary Ellen's 2 younger brothers all joined the Confederate Army. The war years 
brought great loss to Rev. Rich and his family. He lost a grandson, a father, a son, a 
daughter, and both of his sons,in,law. 

Having suffered such great losses to their family as well as the Cain Creek Church 
family, Rev. Rich, his family, and some of the members decided to move from East 
Tennessee. Family oral history related the story of a small wagon train that departed 
from East T�nnessee and traveled west for about 2 weeks, arriving in Tipton County. 
Rev. Rich's last recorded marriage in Anderson County was on September 6, 1865. 
The first recorded marriage he performed in Tipton County was on September 15, 
1866. Over the next 19 years, he performed over 50 marriages in Tipton County. 

While records are missing that 
would show the churches he 
pastored in Tipton County, 
marriage records indicate that he 
performed marriages west of 
Covington in Holly Grove, 
Burlison, Garland, and Owen. He 
settled in the Owen community 
and bought a farm with his brother, 
in,law, John Spessard. 

Rev. Rich and his family were 
members of Smyrna Baptist 
Church, and when Oak Grove was 
organized on November 4, 1883, he 
and Mary Ellen brought their 
letters to be read. Rev. Rich was 
elected as pastor of the newly 
constituted Oak Grove Baptist 
Church and served until his death 
on March 26, 1885. 



The R. B. Owen Park 

The R. B. Owen Park at Oak Grove Baptist Church was dedicated on June 6, 1976. 
Riley Bruton Owen was born January 1, 1914, to Lofton and Effie Melton Owen. He 
was one of ten children. He died February 18, 1976. 

R. B. married Elizabeth McWilliams on November 24, 1937. They had 2 children; 
Carolyn who married Danny Jones, an ordained Baptist minister, and John Riley 
who married Cori Stoots. John and Cori Owen have 3 sons. Carolyn Owen Jones 
died July 23, 1997. Elizabeth was baptized into full membership on August 4, 1952. 
She worked in many organizations of the church as well as the.family business, Overall 
Feed and Seed Store. She died in March of 2005. 

R. B. served his country in the U. S. Army during World War II. He was a county 
magistrate for many years. R. B. was baptized on August 12, 1922. He was a member 
of Oak Grove for 54 years. He served as a deacon for 28 years. He also served as 
Sunday school director and teacher and as church treasurer. He was a member of the 
executive committee of Big Hatchie Baptist Association. 

He was dedicated to his God, his family, and his church and community. He was well 
thought of by all who knew him. The R. B. Owen Park is well named for such a 
leader. 

Acts 11:24 
"For • he was a righteo us man, 
and full of the Holy Spirit and 
off aith; and many people were 
added unto the Lord." 

FORMER PASTORS OF OAK GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1883-1885 ................................................ Saberet Rich 
1887-1891 ................................................ R. P. Ludado 
1891-1893 ................................................... T. P. Leigh 

1893-1896 ........................................... J. A. Yarbrough 
1896-1898 .............................................. W. H. Bruton 
1899-1905 ............................................... W. R. Farrow 
1905-1906 .............................................. Sam A. Owen 
1906-1913 ............................................... W. R. Farrow 
1913-1914 .................................................. Rev. Upton 
1915-1919 .............................................. T. Riley Davis 
1920-1922 .............................................. W. R. Puckett 
1923-1924 .......................................... E. A. Thompson 
1925-1932 ............................................... C. H. Parrish 
1932-1933 .......................................... T. R. Hammond 
1933-1935 .................................................... S. P. Poag 
1936-1944 ................................................. J. H. Turner 
1944-194 7 .............................................. Truman Boyd 
1948-1950 ............................................... Homer Farris 
1950-1957 .................................. W. C. Drummond, Jr. 
1957-1964 .............................................. Jimmy Morris 
1964-1969 .................................................. Joe Burnett 
19�9-1972 ......................................... T. C. Thurmond 
1972-1974 ............................................. Jerry Smothers 
1975-1978 .................................................. Fred Tubbs 
1978-1986 .................................... Robert G. "Bob" Lee 
1987-1990 .......................................... E. Kent Williams 
1991-1995 ................................................. Ronnie Gay 
1996-2000 ............................................ Jerry H. Barker 
2003-2004 .............................................. Doug Clinton 
2005-2007 ............................................. Steve Fehrman 
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